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the difficulty, by saying, "But you being such a scoundrel^
where will you find another to consecrate you T
"Oh, if it's only that!" exclaimed Dubois, "the thing is
done. I know very well who will consecrate me; he is not far
from here."
"And who the devil is he who will dare to do so T asked the
Regent.
"Would you like to know?" replied the Abbe, "and does
the matter rest only upon that ?"
" Well, who V9 said the Regent.
"Your chief chaplain," replied Dubois, "who is close at
hand. Nothing will please him better; I will run and speak
to him."
And thereupon he embraces the knees of M. le Due d'Orldans
(who, caught thus in his own trap, had not the strength to re-
fuse), runs to the Bishop of Nantes, says that he is to have
Cambrai, begs the Bishop to consecrate him, receives his promise
to do so, returns, wheels round, tells M. le Due d'Orl&ins that
his chief chaplain has agreed to the consecration; thanks,
praises, admires the Regent, fixes more and more firmly the
office by regarding it as settled, and by persuading M. le Due
d'Orl&ins, who dares not say no;—and in this manner was
Dubois made Archbishop of Cambrai!
The extreme scandal of this nomination caused a strange
stir. Impudent as was the Abb6 Dubois, he was extremely
embarrassed; and M. le Due d'OrMans so much ashamed, that
it was soon remarked he was humbled if you spoke to him
upon the subject. The next question was, from whom Dubois
was to receive holy orders 1 The Cardinal de Noailles was
applied to, but he stoutly refused to assist in any way. It
may be imagined what an affront this was to Dubois. He
never in his life pardoned the Cardinal, who was nevertheless
universally applauded for his refusal. But the Abbd Dubois
was not a man to be daunted by an ordinary obstacle; he
turned his glances elsewhere, and soon went through all the
formalities necessary.
The very day he took orders there was a regency council at

